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Winkleigh Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  

             held on 22nd July 2026 at 7.00pm at Winkleigh Community Centre
Present:     Cllrs Odulinski, (Chair), Jacobs, (Vice Chair) Allen, Kitchen,    
                    Leahy, Phillips, Squance, Wensley, and Wonnacott
         Jane Mills, Clerk to the Council, Admin Clerk
         2 Members of the public

 26/07/53
    Apologies 
      
               Cllrs Keys and Roth 
26/07/54          Declarations of interest  

                        There were no declarations of interest
26/07/55
   To agree the Agenda between Part A and Part B


              It was resolved to agree the Agenda after amending, no Part B
Proposed: Cllr Jacobs, Seconded: Cllr Squance (all in favour)
26/07/56          To confirm and sign the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held   

                         24th June 2026 
                          It was resolved to confirm and sign the minutes of the Full Council 

                          Meeting held on 24th June 2026 
Proposed: Cllr Odulinski, Seconded: Cllr Jacobs (majority in favour, 3 abstentions not present at the meeting)
 26/07/58         County Councillor Report 
                       The County Councillor had sent apologies and sent a report which will be 

             circulated. The Chair read out the key points of the report and informed  

             members that a lobby group is being set up following the LGR 
             announcement. 
                        The Chair also stated that the MP Geoffrey Cox is joining forces to 
                         oppose the decision. There is significant opposition to the proposed 
                         Data Centre.


   Councillors endorsed the importance of these matters and welcomed 
                         the discussed being debated on behalf of Parish Councils at the TDC 
                         Collaborative Group meeting to be held shortly.
26/07/59
District Councillor Report  
                      The District Councillor was not present at the meeting.
26/07/60       Public Participation

            In accordance with Standing Order 3(f) members of the public are permitted to make   

            representations and ask questions, the period set aside shall not exceed 15 minutes. It 
           should be noted that answers will generally not be given at the meeting where the 
            questions are delivered, each member of the public is entitled to speak once.
            A member of the public spoke about the LGR decision & that Norfolk and  

          Suffolk are fighting their decision. Another member of the public advised 

          on updates required on the new website, these are in hand.
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 26/07/61    To receive the Clerk’s Report 
     To include bank reconciliation and list of payments 

                      It was resolved to accept the bank reconciliation and approve the list of 

                      payments 

           Proposed: Cllr Phillips, Seconded: Cllr Allen (all in favour)
The TDC circulated People and Place - Local Plan questionnaire had been received and discussion followed on the importance of completing the survey by members and by the Council
           It was resolved that Cllr Odulinski completes the document on behalf of 

          the Council where relevant, this will be circulated to members before    

          submitting to TDC. 
          Action Point: Questionnaire to be completed
Cllr Roth to be invited to report on audit issues and a subsequent action plan to be approved at the next meeting
 26/07/62       To consider action points from previous meetings
 It was agreed to circulate the Composite Action Plan prepared by the          Admin Assistant and note the Action Points prepared from the last meeting. Councillors were asked to complete the relevant points on the action plan to ensure matters of agreed business are dealt with in a timely way. The Clerk has booked Cemetery Training
                      Action Point: Book Cemetery training for the admin assistant
                      Proposed Cllr Phillips, seconded, Cllr Allen. (all in favour)

 26/07/63      To receive a report from the Peoples Committee 
The People Services Committee Report 
Distribution of the infrastructure survey 
1. Members were advised of the allocation of the Survey. 
It was agreed to purchase stickers for the QR codes at a cost of £79
                          The outcome of the survey will inform the new proposed document for 

                          publication to include, the infrastructure needs and updated 

                          neighbourhood plan
Business Development 
2.  The TDC Business Development Officer at TDC is supporting a working group established to consider opportunities for development on the brown field site on the Airfield, subject to business owners’ agreement.

Appraisals

3. Dates for appraisals for staff- the Clerk’s appraisal is planned for 29th July, and the Admin assistant to follow during that week.
Document collation
4. Date was agreed for collating documents into single secure space namely the Community Centre 29th July 10.30am;

WPC/Sport Club Community Activities Clubs and Fair    

 5 The Community Activities and Clubs Fair 2027 lead by Cllrs Squance, 
     Phillips and Wonnacott confirmed that plans are in hand.
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Teen Cafe
6    The Teen Café Plans are in hand and being managed by Cllr Wensley.
Cool spaces
7    It was agreed that in future periods of extreme hear the Community 
      Centre is to be offered as a ‘Cool space’ for Parishioners to take 
      advantage of the air-conditioned rooms. 
     Committee or Working Group Structure
                      8   A debate was held to consider if the new standing orders should be  
                            included as Committees or to entitle them as working groups which 
                            will enable people to undertake task and finish activities more easily

It was agreed to keep the need for a lead for the three groups namely, People Services group, Environmental Group and Finance and Governance group.

TDC People and Place Questionnaire
                      9   The TDC People and Place Questionnaire (see minute 26/07/61)
Action Points: The arrangements for the Clerk and Admin   Assistant appraisal to be held by end of July. 

     The Finance Group to provide an action Plan for the current AGAR 
     outstanding actions to be addressed

It was resolved that Members agreed the outcomes and actions of the       People’s Committee report. 
Proposed by Cllr Odulinski and seconded by Cllr Jacobs, (all in favour.)
26/07/64       To receive and consider updates from Environment 

                      Committee (VC)
                  1, Community Centre /Parish Hall Proposal

A proposal was put forward by Cllr. Jacobs for the Community Centre to be taken over by the Parish Council as a Parish Hall. The Community Centre has appointed a new Committee to take oversight and actions going forward. The proposal is to investigate and prepare an options appraisal to WPC to take governance responsibility for the Parish Hall

  It was resolved that the Clerk seeks a viable solution to transfer the asset   

  and the implications and prepare an options appraisal for the next 
  meeting of the Council.
                      Proposed: Cllr Phillips, seconded: Cllr Allen (all in favour)
      2   Parish Online fully implemented and the closure of Ionis. 
       1. The Clerk is working with Parish Online to transfer stored documents 
            before closing IONOS
2. The   Cemetery Headstone safety checking, the Clerk is waiting for date before issuing a press release to inform Parishioners.
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                 3.  Dog poo Bins at the Sports Centre
It was resolved to request a bin from TDC to be positioned south of the pelican crossing and opposite the new estate to accommodate those using the new dog walk. The Sports Centre to pay for the bin.
                     Proposed: Cllr Jacobs, seconded: Cllr Phillips (all in favour)

4.  Ideas for increasing paths were discussed and will feed into 
     Highways Plan meeting
                    5. Bee Hotel, the positioning of the Bee Hotel is not yet completed

                    6. The Public Telephone Box 
   Improvements are in progress, it has been painted 
                    7. Lamp post Painting Cllr Phillips 

   Painting lampposts in the market square as discussed 

   It was resolved to proceed with the repainting of the 4-street lighting   

  columns in the square at an estimated cost of £75.00 each.
  Proposed: Cllr Odulinski, seconded: Cllr Jacobs (all in favour)

8. The production of the professional Village Signs are in progress

9    Highways Members were advised there is a meeting on 29th August with Mark James from Highways to discuss the next steps in implementation of proposals, current, medium and long term. It was 
                        suggested that some funding could be moved from reserves to 
                        implement some current items such as a speed camera and 20’splenty 
                        signs, additional prices to be sought for speed camera variations

   Action Points: 
a. Clerk to seek solution to asset transfer of the Community Centre to the Parish Council as a Parish Hall.

b. Clerk to continue to urgently complete the transfer of the website to the new one. updating new web. 
c. Clerk to prepare a press release when date received for cemetery 



d. Request dog poo bin installation (TDC).
e Place order for repainting 4 lampposts in village square 

Seek additional quotes for speed cameras which show car numbers and include data compilation connecting to the Police service 
It was resolved to agree the actions of the Environment Group 
                    
Proposed: Cllr Odulinski, seconded: Cllr Jacobs (all in favour)

26/07/65        To receive and consider reports from Finance and Governance (BR) 

Cllr Roth sent apologies 
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26/07/66       To review Standing Orders 



The standing Orders were discussed 
    
           It was resolved to amend 17 restore 14 days, 18, retain, 18, procurement 

                      update to current. 18 Tender opening retain 3 councillors. 24 updates 

                      when necessary. 26, amend numbering by correcting formatting
	Section
	Model
	Winkleigh
	Assessment

	17 AGAR
	14 days before approval
	5 days
	Departs from model; recommend restoring 14 days.

	18 Procurement threshold
	£60,000 exemption
	£5,000
	Local stricter control.

	18 Tender opening
	1 councillor
	3 councillors
	Stronger governance.

	18 Procurement law
	Current procurement legislation
	2015/2016 regulations
	Update required.

	20 Transparency
	Alternative thresholds
	Smaller Authorities only
	Acceptable if applicable.

	23 Legal deeds
	Selectable options
	No common seal option
	Appropriate.

	24 Councils
	District/County or Unitary
	District & County only
	Consider updating.

	26 Numbering
	a–d
	g–j
	Formatting error.


 It was resolved to make the necessary amendments
                      Proposed: Cllr Phillips, seconded: Cllr Jacobs, (all in favour)

            Action Points: complete amendments and circulate a completed version  

           and publish on Parish Online
26/07/67      To review Financial Regulations 

It was resolved to approve the editorial amendments and retain the locally adopted financial control thresholds.
                    Proposed: Cllr Phillips, seconded: Cllr Odulinski, (all in favour)

                    Action Points: Complete the amendments to the Financial Regulations 
                    and circulate to Councillors and put on Parish online
  26/07/68      To consider a delegated planning policy

                      Members agreed not to adopt a delegated planning policy

26/07/69      To consider subscriptions and memberships

                    Current memberships include DALC/NALC, Rural England and SLCC
                    It was resolved to continue the memberships
                    Proposed: Cllr Odulinski, seconded: Cllr Jacobsi, (majority in favour, 1 

                    against and 2 abstentions)

 26/07/70     To review current banking arrangements
                  Banking arrangements to remain unchanged except to seek dual 
                  Authorisation.

       Action Point: Clerk to seek protocols for dual authorisations 
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 26/07/71     To consider appointing a Guardian for the defibrillator

                 (includes regular checks on equipment)  

                    There is a volunteer available, but checks need to be completed with our 
                 insurers and SWAST
       Action Point:  Clerk to check on Insurance requirements for the Guardian  

       to complete checks and confirm who is undertaking it.
26/07/72      To consider a request for a dog bin adjacent to the Sports Centre     
                    See minute 26/07/64
 26/07/73        To consider Planning Applications & receive decisions

          1/0487/2026FUL

           Proposal: Proposed vehicle inspection pit and B8 (Storage &

           Distribution) building including extension of existing

          concrete yard

           Location: Land At Beechlea Industrial Estate, Winkleigh, Devon,
           It was resolved to recommend approval with a request that the 
           attenuation pond be put in place at the beginning of the project 
                     Proposed: Cllr Phillips, seconded: Cllr Jacobs, (all in favour)

                     Action Point: submit response to TDC
At this juncture members proposed extending the meeting to finish the 
Business.

Proposed: Cllr Phillips, seconded: Cllr Squance, (all in favour)

           1/0469/2026/FUL

           Proposal: Erection of 1no. dwelling and associated access, parking

          and landscaping

          Location: Land Adjacent to Townsend House, Townsend Hill,

          Winkleigh, Devon
         
Decision: refusal:

          1/0406/2026/FUL
          Proposal: Replacement of conservatory roof, windows and doors

          Location: Bromley House, Fore Street, Winkleigh, Devon
                    Decision Permission granted

         0353/2026/FUL

   Proposal:  Erection of 1no. dwelling with associated access,     
   drainage and landscaping (Variation of conditions 2, 5, 7 and 9 of

         1/0100/2024/FUL)

         Location: Parramoor, Eggesford Road, Winkleigh, Devon
       
Members noted the decisions.
26/07/74
     To consider a response to the Planning Enforcement Officer in      

                     respect of correspondence received 

                It was resolved that currently a response should not be submitted to the Planning Enforcement Officer until there is evidence in support

               Proposed: Cllr Jacobs, seconded: Cllr Phillips (4 in favour, 2 against and 3 abstentions)

   26/07/75       To consider purchase of a VAS for Winkleigh 

                        See minute no: 26/07/64
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     Part B
                     Members agreed to move forward with a Part B

26/07/76      To resolve that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
                     to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from

                     the Meeting.

          It was resolved that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 

                     to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from

                    the Meeting.
                    Proposed: Cllr Phillips, seconded: Cllr Jacobs (all in favour)
 26/07/77     To consider “Working Together”

                    Members discussed the benefits to the council of working together moving 
         forward, and some ideas were put forward for team building to assist with  

         inclusion, valuing diversity.
26/07/78    To resolve to re-admit the public and press

      It was resolved to re-admit the public and press
                 Proposed: Cllr Odulinski, seconded: Cllr Jacobs (all in favour)

 

There being no further business the meeting finished at 9.30 pm
Signed ……………………………………………...Dated……………………...

